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This article reexamines the British Academic Written English Corpus (BAWE) as a resource for
investigating university assignments and supporting corpus-based writing education. Drawing on corpus
documentation and five studies, it reviews BAWE’s compilation, stratified sampling, analytical units,
genre classification, metadata, versions, research applications, and pedagogical potential. BAWE contains
2,761 assignments and 6,506,995 words produced in the early 2000s by undergraduate and taught
master’s students at several British universities. The review shows that university writing extends well
beyond essays to thirteen genre families and that disciplinary and genre differences may outweigh level-
related variation. Research using BAWE indicates that advanced writing may rely more on complex noun
phrases than subordinate clauses, that lexical bundles reveal disciplinary relationships, and that
successful writers with different first-language backgrounds use cohesive resources in varied ways.
Strengths include authentic assessed writing and rich contextual metadata. Howevery, differences among
assignments, independent texts, genre units, and corpus versions complicate replication. Selection of
higher-rated work, uneven subgroup sizes, and limited temporal and institutional coverage constrain
generalization. Three AntConc activities are proposed: comparing first-person expressions across genres,
contrasting BAWE with MICUSP, and developing discipline-specific writing guides. BAWE remains
valuable when findings are interpreted within genre, discipline, level, and assessment contexts.

Keywords: British Academic Written English Corpus (BAWE), University Student Writing, Academic
Writing Genres, AntConc, Data-Driven Learning
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